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Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to; 
Mall Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



JFy^JNamed Inventor 
ArtJJnit 

Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/760215 



21 January 2004 



Kia SHverbrook 
2853 



Julian D Huffman 



WAL07US 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1,114 of tile above-identif ecf application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) pracftco under 3? CFR 1 .114 does not apply to any utiViiy or pliant application filed prior to Juno S, 
1996, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to ine US FTP) on page 2 

~ ISubniiSSion required under 37 CFR Q33 'Hhe RCE is proper, any provSomty fited unentered am®mrm.m and 

amendments enclosed with tho RCE wi« oe entered in tho order in which thoy were fited ontess applicant instructs otherwise, iff 
applicant does not wish to nave any previously filed unentered amendments) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendments) 



a. 



[71 



□ 

L 



Prevfousjy submitted, If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the fine* Office action may be 
considered as a submission even if this box m not checked. 

CZi Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

LJ Other 



Enclosed 

1 J Amendment/ Reply 

j | Affid3Vit(&)/ Declarations} 



Hi, 

EV. 



Information: Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
["'.} Omar 



Miscellaneous 



3. 



a- □ 
* □ 

[ Fees] 



/ 



Suspension of action on She above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) fore 
period of .......... v ....... months. (Period of suspension shaU not exoeed 3 rnwrttna. Fee ureter 37 CFR 1.17(i) required) 

Other 

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.1 14 when the RCE is filed. 

The Director ts hereby authorised to charge the following feos r any underpayment of fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. 504049 , t have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet- 



□ 
□ 



PH RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
[~"J Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.1 36 end i . 1 7) 

□ 



Check in the amount of $ 



enclosed 



Payment by credit card (r*nn pto-203£> enctassd) 



WAHMING: information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provtde credit 
card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 




CERTiFiCATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 



i herefcy carStfy tnat th-a corraapondenoe -a bains deportees wim the United Stetes Posm* Service with suftfcism pos&ga as first cfas$ ma?s in an envatopa 
stressed to; !tfa;S Stop ftCfc, Ccmrc?§s:oner for Pafcenis. P. O. Sox 1450. Atexandda, VA 2231 3-1 £60 or -feftsEmste transmitted to 4he U.S. Patenft and Ttwterratrk 
Office on toe dau* show?-! ceiow. 



S:grsatur& 



FT 



Ma me (Print/ type) 



This CQiiection of informatics is reqeired by 37 CFR 1.114. The tnformatton is recited to obtain m re^jn a benefit by toe pnbS'c which is & fife (and by tee USPTO 
to ptocess) an application Cenfictei , &a% is governed r>y 36 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 111 end 1.14. Tm coSiscttan Is estimated to m& 12 ?n?n$>tos- to compete, 
inducing gathering . preparing, anc? aubrirutttog the aarapisted application form to tho USPTO. Time v*M vary d^pendfrtg ypo-d the tndsvidu&E case. Any cc»rnrneiit$ on 
the 3rnc«Jht oft? ma you raq^ira $o complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing thia btircien, should be sent to the Chief J^tormatton Dfhgar. U.S. Potent ond 
r^domork; Office U.S. Depa^ma^t of Commoro^. P.O. Box Aicxondna, VA 22313-1 <3S0. DO MOT' SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 1'HiS 
AODR&SS SEND TO; Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. 

If you med assistance in compfefmg the form, catf 3-8QQ-PTQ-9199 and select option 2. 
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Instruction Sheet for RCEs 

(not to be submitted lo the USPTO) 



NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new application, and filing an RCE will not result in an application being accorded a new fifing 
date. 

Filing Qualifications: 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June B { 1995 The application cannot be a provisional 
application, a utility or ptenfc application filed before June 8, 1995, a design application, or a patent under reexamination. See 
37 CFR 11 14(e), 

Filing Requirements; 

Prosecution in the application must he dosed. Prosecution is closed if the application is under appeal, or the fast Office 
action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application (e.g., an Office 
action under Ex parte Quayfe). See 3? CFR 1 1 14{b). 

.4 submission and a fee am required at the time the RCE is filed, rapSy to an Office action under 35 U.S.C. 132 is 
outstanding (e.g., the application is under final rejection), the submission must meet the reply requirements of 37 CFR 1111, if 
there is no outstanding Office action, the submission can be an information disclosure statement, an amendment, new 
arguments, or new evidence. See 37 CFR 1.114(c). The submission may be a previously filed amendment (e,g, r an 
amendment after final rejection). 



WARNINGS: 

Request for Suspension of Action: 

All RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of action is granted. A request for a suspension of 
action under 37 CFR 1 .103(c) does not satisfy the submission requirement and does not permit the Mng of the 
required submission to be suspended. 

Improper RCE will MOT toll Any Time Period: 

Before Appeal - If the RCE is improper (e.g., prosecution in the application is not dosed or the submission or 
fee has not been filed) and the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the last Office action 
will continue to run and the application will be abandoned after the statutory time period has expired if a reply to 
the Office action Is not timely filed , No additional time wHi be given to correct the improper RCE. 

Under Appeal - If the RCE is improper (e.g., the submission or the fee has not been filed) and the application is 
under appeal, the improper RCE is effective to withdraw the appeal. Withdrawal of the appeal results in the 
allowance or abandonment of the application depending on the status of the ciaims, if there are no allowed 
claims, the application is abandoned. If there is at least one ai lowed claim, the application will be passed to issue 
on the allowed claim(s). See MPBP 1215,01 



See MPEP 706.07(h) for further information on the RCE practice. 
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